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Manufacturing industry
Cars, trucks, Construction, system supplier, 
components, machinery, refinery, 
chemistry, paper, aerospace, space, 
defence, agriculture, services, R&D

Economy
SE: Export 55% of GDP. Region: 160 000 
people in manufacturing economy. 
Workplace concentrated, living distributed 
(approx 30% manuf dependence locally).

Electrification
10 000 jobs change, 25 000 are influenced



Structural change in our economy

2026-05-25

Global economy, hits us harder
- China’s dominance

Production trends
- Discrete → Process automation
- Horisontal → Vertical integration
- Large → Huge investment

- State aid and public commitment matters

Clean (electric) energy is key
- 10’s of MW →100’s or 1000 MW

- 100% fossil free electricity, 70% import to 
the region. Use of electricity is expected to 
triple until 2040 (grid, wind, balancing, 
nuclear)



Competence

2026-05-25

Three layers

Specialists are critical

Domain knowledge is important

Process industry ’literacy’ is bulk/base

VGR

Competence mapping

R&D activities. Battery manufacturing (Nat. 

Competence Centre)

R&D infrastructure. e-motor, power 

electronics, battery, autonomous

Professional network in batteries (West 

Coast Battery Forum)

Education initiative (Battery Centre 

Gothenburg)
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