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@ Create stimulating environmental factors

@ Encourage internationalization of business
activities



What do
we do?

Inspire

Inform

Support



@ Inspiring growth stories

HOW dO % Partnerships
we inspire?

%90 Network events



How do we inform?

CONTACT CENTER

Email, Whatsapp
or 0800 20 55

SR
fooe 3
{ VLAIO J
L
VLAIO.BE SOCIAL MEDIA
Subsidies, coaching Twitter, Linkedln,
and consulting Facebook, Youtube-
programs & the & podcast channel
newsletter

VLAIO startersguide

INFO SESSIONS

Provided by VLAIO
or our partners



How do
we support?
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SUBSIDIES

Financial support

ADVICE & GUIDANCE
Via VLAIO Network partners

Via VLAIO business advisors for
innovation projects

COURSES

Entrepreneurship courses
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At.a glance

Newsletters

Start up 5 o 700
VLAIO Innovation support €264 m i I I io n Entrepreneurship 63 . OOO

# companies: 645

Support for investments €89 m i I I io n LG 1 2 ° 5 00

# companies: 480
e 14.000
[}
Support for training and ® I I ®
knowledge provision € 5 5 m I l o n
# companies: 54.000

Visits to Vlaio.be 2 . 3 m i I I io n



@ Stimulating environmental factors

* Access to space

* Access to capital

* Access to international markets

* Access to talent/skills

* Strengthening leadership and internal organization

* Access to knowledge, (research) infrastructure, and technology

* Access to basic facilities: energy, water, ...




Acces to Talent

Share STEM high school (STEM-monitor, 2024)
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Binnenland Onderwijs

STEM-inschrijvingen dalen naar laagste peil in 10
jaar: "Cruciaal voor toekomst van economie en
samenleving”

Slechts 35,5 procent van alle Vlaamse leerlingen in het secundair onderwijs kiest voor een
STEM-opleiding. Dat is het laagste cijfer in 10 jaar tijd. Nochtans wil de Vlaamse overheid die
exact-wetenschappelijke en technische opleidingen net laten groeien. "STEM-profielen zijn
cruciaal voor de toekomst van onze economie én samenleving", zegt de ondernemerskoepel
Vlaamse Ondernemers bezorgd.

Lisa Leféevre
di 07 okt. 05u18

Home My Network Jobs

Wiltried De Greet &) - 2nd

e
ﬁ Sector Manager FEBETEC & Education Manager
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"e STEM in vrije val: en iedereen kijkt toe
Historisch dieptepunt, ondanks miljoenenbeleid. Slechts 35,5% van de leerlingen

Messaging  Motrhica

&+ Connect

kiest vandaag nog voor een STEM-richting. Het laagste niveau in jaren.

Vorig jaar, en de jaren daarvoor, hebben we allemaal hetzelfde geroepen.
Beleidsmakers, sectororganisaties, onderwijsexperten, vakmensen... ledereen
toeterde mee, Maar eerlijk? Het brengt geen zoden aan de dijk

Laat me even inzoomen op onze installatiesector. Minder jongeren vandaag in STEM
betekent minder jongeren morgen in een richting elektriciteit of verwarming. En laat
dat nu net de opleidingen zin die cruciaal zin voor de energietransitie.
Warmtepompen, zonnepanelen, laadpalen... wie gaat ze installeren als er straks
niemand meer opgeleid wordt?

Tijd om te investeren, niet te besparen
We moeten beginnen vanaf het kleuteronderwijs. Kinderen én ouders laten proeven
van techniek. Niet wat morrelen in de marge, maar echt: verwonder kinderen met
STEM. Maak het tastbaar, spesls, inspirerend.
Veel meer #Technopolis, veel meer #doen, veel minder #spreken.
En dan die “labo’s" in scholen... vaak een stoffig lokaal met toestellen uit de vorige
eeuw. Als 12-jarige zou ik daar ook niet warm van lopen. Wil je jongeren motiveren?
Investeer fors in STEM-onderwijs: modern materiaal, sterke praktijkruimtes én goed
opgeleide leerkrachten die daarvoor correct betaald worden.

[* Onderwijs en bedrijfsleven: bruggen bouwen

De brug tussen het technisch onderwijs en het bedrijfsleven is nog te smal. Bedrijven
die hun samenwerking met scholen of projecten voor het technisch onderwijs een
laag pitje zetten, snijden in hun eigen toekomst.

De bouw- en installatiesector hebben het moeilijk dat weet iedereen, Maar
besparen op samenwerking met onderwijs? Dat is de kortste weg naar structureel
personeelsgebrek.

Scholen hebben jullie nodig. Meer dan ooit.

En Vlaanderen heeft STEM nodig. Veel meer dan ooit.
#STEM #Onderwijs #Techniek #Energietransitie #Onderwijspolitiek #Vakmanschap

#DuaallLeren #Bouwsector #Installatiesector #Klimaatdoelen #Techlink
#Toekomstmaken #InstallTomorrow #InstallTomorrowExperienceDay
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Flanders — VLAIO’s Role
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Strengthening STEM in Flanders — VLAIO’s Role

To boost interest in science and technology across Flanders, the Flemish
Government has tasked VLAIO with coordinating STEM efforts.

VLAIO acts on three strategic fronts: '
1.Policy Coordination
Leading cross-sector collaboration on the STEM Agenda 2030 ‘

2. Business Engagement via STEMhub
Guiding and encouraging companies to invest in STEM talent development.

3. STEM in (in)formal education
Supporting a diverse and high-quality STEM ecosystem

mvlaanderen
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STEM as a broad concept

Inspiring children
and young people
for STEM

Training and
upskilling
(potential)

Collaborating
with educational
institutions
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* Inspire

Promote cooperative projects that bring together education and industry
to innovate and solve real-world problems. Inspiring through stories.

6 okt 2025
VLAIO STEMhub en Install Tomorrow
Experience Day: vooruit met de jeugd!

De installatiesector bruist van innovatie, maar zoekt

° I nfo rm jong talent. Tijdens Install Tomorrow in Walibi

konden 2.000 jongeren techniek echt beleven.

Online information, divided in subtopics, which entrepreneurs can > Lees meer
explore themselves. The subtopics are the following:
collaboration with youngsters, employer branding and training.

) !qdﬂid.in;l.Ad- X
Impact op talent §
el W

Welkom bij de STEMhub!

* Support & cooperate

Facilitating collaborations between educational institutions and
industries to bridge education and employment.
Two project advisors are available for advice.

m\llaanderen



Techlink

Linking techniques

STEM in de vrije tijd STOMCPUEHIEn TS M DEKUKER | NAVORMINGEN  NETWERK

T

PP Install Tomorrow

Experience Day

https://www.vlaio.be/nl/ondernemersverhalen/vlaio-stemhub-en-install-tomorrow-experience-day-vooruit-met-de-jeugd

m\llaanderen
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STEM in de vrije tijd
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Tijdens de Voka Open Bedrijvendag 2025 programmeerden kinderen robots, testten
sensoren en ontdekten hoe ze later zelf kunnen bouwen aan slimme en duurzame
oplossingen X &

Lees meer over hoe we jongeren warm maken voor
STEM: https://Inkd.in/ecNG2jZq

#STEMhub #VLAIOnetwerk #VokaOpenBedrijvendag #digitaletoekomst Joke
Wauters Julie Naesens VUB STEAM-academie

Jonge bezoekers beleven STEM
op Voka Open Bedrijvendag
via VUB Steam Academie
2 e
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STEM at Voka Open Bedrijvendag 2025
* Over 200 Flemish companies opened their doors 5/10/2025

e VLAIO STEMhub and Voka collaborated to make STEM engaging %% BEF}EIJVEN
and accessible DAC e

Outcome:

* Families explored real-life innovation and technology inside
companies

* Children enjoyed hands-on STEM activities tailored to their age

e Parents learned about the wide career opportunities in STEM
fields

* Companies are helped organizing inspiring STEM activities

Ontdek STEM in actie: bezoek innovatieve bedrijven op Voka Open Bedrijvendag 2025 | VLAIO

m\llaanderen


https://www.vlaio.be/nl/nieuws/ontdek-stem-actie-bezoek-innovatieve-bedrijven-op-voka-open-bedrijvendag-2025
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Encouraging STEM in
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STEM ecosystem ‘extracurricular’

e Strengthen and empower STEM activities outside formal education

* Build strong connections across the STEM field

e Continuously innovate STEM activities for youth

* Make STEM visible and accessible in Flemish leisure culture

e Collaborate through the quadruple helix: entrepreneurs, researchers,
governments, and citizens

e Shared ambition: help children and youth discover their talents and
inspire future careers

mvlaanderen
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Stakeholders contribute from their strengths:

Local governments: embed STEM locally

Companies: showcase STEM career paths

Researchers: bring innovation to leisure STEM activities

Youth & cultural organizations: engage and reach young people




Project: STEAMsquad

e SteamSquad gives youth (14-18)
hands-on experience with
technology and innovation through
real company challenges.

* Teams work on Al, sustainability, and
circular economy, develop
prototypes, and receive expert
coaching.

MOSA-RT

SteamSquad | VLAIO



https://www.vlaio.be/nl/projecten/stem/steamsquad
https://www.vlaio.be/nl/projecten/stem/steamsquad

Project: Power It Up

What:

* Promotes co-creation between companies and teachers, as well as collaboration
among teachers in learning parks.

e Students develop projects related to the energy transition

Target Audience:
* Teachers and students in the third grade of secondary education
* Programs aimed at both dual and labor market-oriented pathways

Partners:

Power IT Up is made possible by Vlaio and supported by Brightlab, Howest, PXL, POV,
MAM, EducaThor, EnergyVille, Agoria, and GO!

https://brightbib.be/categorie/projecten/power-it-up

mvlaanderen
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Power IT Up Onderwijs

dup

TISM Bree has worked with the company PLUDIS to learn how to interpret the chicken
meat refrigeration systems used there. To do this, they used the real digital
environment that the company also uses to monitor their cooling values, and learned

4

The students of the 3rd grade of Electromechanical Techniques at PISO Tienen worked

i 5 i i i together with Imec on the emission of polluted air during ventilation. Ventilating the
about the Flemish consumption of chicken and the infrastructure needed to facilitate £ - s Z i =
it cleanrooms where experimental microchips are made is one of the crucial maintenance
& . ngyer IT Up Onderwijs " processes at imec - in such a sensitive R&D environment, there should be no problem
Partners: Provinciaal Onderwijs Vlaanderen, HOWEST Hogeschool West- up paads ) at all. The students set to work using sensors and PLC to carry out measurements to
Vlaanderen, Mind- and Makerspace, Hogeschool The third degree SVI of Katholiek secundair onderwijs Mosa-RT, together with their ~ Measure the emissions of this ventilation!
PXL. EducaThor, EnergyVille, Agoria, Brightlab, VLAIO - Flanders Innovation & partner Ariston, conducted a study into the differences between electric boilers and
Entrepreneurship and GO! onderwijs van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap heat pumps! A whole range of things were included: energy efficiency, comfort, the Partners: Provinciaal Onderwijs Vlaanderen, HOWEST Hogeschool West-
i ) ) needs of families, to name but a few. The setup of both devices that they built for this Vlaanderen, Mind- and Makerspace, Hogeschool
Show original - Translation settings purpose is reused every year to let students make this thinking exercise!

PXL, EducaThor, EnergyVille, Agoria, Brightlab, VLAIO - Flanders Innovation &
Partners: Provinciaal Onderwijs Vlaanderen, HOWEST Hogeschool West- Entrepreneurship and GO! onderwijs van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap
Vlaanderen, Mind- and Makerspace, Hogeschool . . .
PXL, EducaThor, EnergyVille, Agoria, Brightlab, VLAIO - Flanders Innovation & Show original - Translation settings
Entrepreneurship and GO! onderwijs van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap

Show original - Translation settings
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Syntra

e What? Practice-oriented training
programs, as well as individual coaching
and guidance, with a focus on
(independent) entrepreneurship.

* Target group: Potential entrepreneurs,
(future) employees.

Agro-Food
Vijf opleidingscentra, samen sterk 10%
0 9% 12% B Beauty, Welzijn
en Sport
8% Bouw, Elektro,
Energie
21% 0 Business en
e Support
Creatieve

economie
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Back in Time

* Inthe 80’s

 Awareness third industrial
revolution

* Flanders as a region in the spotlight




2024.

Flanders Technology & Innovation Festival






Edition 2024

10days, 92 events across 6 cities & 177.500 visitors (B2B + B2C)

During the 6 regional events multiple programs were organised targetting students
» Primary School- 3rd grade - f.e. STEM workshops, gaming expo, thematic experiences (circularity, mobility,...)

» Secondary School-2nd & 3rd grade - f.e. STEM workshops, play arena, future perspectives workshop,...

» High Schools & universities 2 f.e. Hackathons, Future Generations Workshop, FTI Awards (for student research projects)

» During the final weekend — 34.000 visitors — the festival came to an end at Sportpaleis, the biggest indoor entertainment
venue in Belgium where we organised several programs targetting families with kids

» Benelux finals ofthe First Lego League
» +100STEM Workshops, organised by Vlaio, VOKA and Technopolis
» FTl for Kids show line up with speakers and experiments

» Showcasing ofthe Classroom of the Future (together with Apple)

» The Future Generation LivingLab resulted in a documentary - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWTwWR29dnY



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWTwWR29dnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWTwWR29dnY
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Ambitions

n

E K B £ K

Our ambition is to position Flanders (inter)nationally as a hands-on, innovative top region.

We create a culture of entrepreneurship and innovation by organizing experiences and festivals that enhance Flanders'
appeal.

We increase the visibility of the Flemish startup and scale-up ecosystem and anchor entrepreneurship and innovation as
fundamentalvalues for Flanders.

We inspire the general public in high-tech research and innovation and encourage a STEM-focused approach in
studies, research, and business operations.

We connect SMEs with the technologies and challenges of the future, stimulate knowledge sharing and valorization, and
make regionalinnovation hubs visible to facilitate further growth and development.

Biennial experience festivals, at least until 2030.

Flanders Technology & Innovation Festival
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Ambitions edition 2026

6 1 30

regional festivals central festival days of festival
16/10 until 15/11

+25.000 +95.000 OO

visitors visitors Onlinereach
in every city during the in Mechelen during via paid, shared &
festival month the central festival earned digital

and socialchannels




Regional focus

powered by

SCALE-UPS EU

% INNOVATION

il
powered by CIRCUS

CHNOLOGY
% INNOVATION

LEUVEN

powered by MINDGATE

SpaceTech (B2C)
Al Academy (B2E)
Ask Me Anything (B2C)

Al, Robotics & sustainability

Life Sciences — KMO TechNight

& BioTech Summit (B2B)

Food - Restaurant of the Future (B2C)
STEM & Make industry (B2C)

Health & Life Sciences, Deep Tech & Nano,
Hardware & Mechatronics

City As a Stage (B2C)

Company As a Stage (B2B)

STEM & Play Academy (B2C)

Health meets Hardware (B2B)

& INNOVATION

poveredby HANGAR K

“LANDERS
ECHNOLOGY
% INNOVATION

BRUSSEL

powered by G I—
UON

“LANDERS
ECHNOLOGY

N
% INNOVATION

powered by I._R M®

Wonderin Tech (B2C)

FutureD & Unwrap (B2C)

Ondernemen in Tech (B2B)
Unwrap by FGH
Tech4Talent by EdTech Station
KortijkIN

PluriFutures (B2C)
ShapingFutures(B2B)
Human & Health/City &Circular
GovTech & Security / Media & Entertainment

Tech Talks (B2B)
Tech Safari (B2C)
Tech on Wheels (All)
Al & Robotics / Digital Playground / Future Energy
Light Festival Genk x Energie
Smart Manufacturing (B2B)

Flanders Technology & Innovation Festival



Central program

~LANDERS
TECHNOLOGY

..- Nekkerhal - from october 17t untilnovember 8t 2026

& INNOVATION

.. Inspire, enthuse, and amaze the general public.

'. A mix of B2C event formats and rentable B2B facilities

ARENA

High-tech and immersive arena with
modular grandstand seating for 500-2000,
including a hospitality zone for reception
and a walking lunch/dinner.

The zone is rented plug-and-play ready at
fixed rates.



L.

FTI Expo Themes

CREATIVE
CULTURE

PLANET BIG

FUTURE
SOLUTIONS TECH

LIVING

The groundbreaking
innovations in science,

How is the way we live,

Innovations for a sustainable Where digital experience
. eat, learn, work, and

and resilient planet. With and creative expression

solutions for water, climate,
agriculture, cleantech, and
energy.

convergein gaming, art,

entertainment and fashion.

manufacturing, space, and
transportation that open up
new possibilities and raise
stimulating questions,
including robotics and
cybersecurity.

move changing? How
does technology make
our lives smarter and
healthier?




More information? dries.mahieu@vlaio.be ?& VLAIO l %’?}'ﬁ%ﬁggy&
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