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PUBLIC WORKSHOP

EMPOWERING FUTURES: 
BOOSTING VET AND ALE
ATTRACTIVENESS ACROSS REGIONS

🗓️ Wednesday 05 November 2025

🕘  14.00 TO 16.30

📍Crescendo CVO, Mechelen (Belgium)



WELCOMING
MÍRIAM CASTILLO GONZÁLEZ

Head of Unit for Programmes and Projects - DG for
Vocational Education and Training - Ministry of
Education and VET, Catalonia

Workshop: Empowering Futures:  Boosting VET and ALE Attractiveness Across Regions

Moderator of the workshop



AGENDA

Welcome and opening 
Sabe de Graef, Councillor, City of Mechelen

14:00

An introduction to the “Attractiveness in Flanders”
Jens Vermeersch, Internationalisation Policy Coordinator at GO! Onderwijs van de 

Vlaamse Gemeenschap
Marleen Mast, Crescendo CVO Director

14:10 

Keynote: Framing the future European cooperation on VET: Herning 
Declaration and VET strategy

Hjordis Virgarsdottir Dalsgaard, Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and 
Inclusion, European Commission 

14:30

Research Findings on VET and ALE: Implications for Regional Policy
Dr Paul Redmond, Associate Research Professor, Economic and Social Research 

Institute (Ireland)

14:50

Panel discussion on Regional Approaches to Enhancing VET and 
ALE Attractiveness with contributions from EARLALL regions

Moderated by Paolo Federighi, Hon. Professor at the University of Florence

15:10 

Closing Remarks16:20 

Study visit to Crescendo CVO
16:45 –
18:15
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OPENING
SABE DE GRAEF
Councillor
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
“ATTRACTIVENESS IN
FLANDERS”

Jens Vermeersch, Internationalisation
Policy Coordinator at GO! Onderwijs van
de Vlaamse Gemeenschap, 
Marleen Mast, Crescendo CVO Director
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Hjordis Virgarsdottir Dalsgaard
Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and
Inclusion European Commission

KEYNOTE
FRAMING THE FUTURE EUROPEAN
COOPERATION ON VET: HERNING 
DECLARATION AND VET STRATEGY
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RESEARCH FINDINGS ON VET AND
ALE: IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL
POLICY
Dr Paul Redmond
Associate Research Professor
Economic and Social Research Institute (Ireland)
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Contributions from EARLALL regions:

PANEL DISCUSSION ON REGIONAL APPROACHES TO
ENHANCING VET AND ALE ATTRACTIVENESS 

BASQUE COUNTRY

MOVETIA (SWITZERLAND)
TUSCANY REGION
REGION VÄSTRA GÖTALAND

Moderated by Paolo Federighi, Hon. Professor at the
University of Florence

BADEN WÜRTTEMBERG
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PROF. PAOLO FEDERIGHI

Hon. Professor at the University of Florence

Moderator of the panel



HERNING DECLARATION : 

“ENSURE THAT VET ALIGNS WITH THE EVOLVING NEEDS OF THE
LABOUR MARKET THROUGH STRENGTHENING THE INVOLVEMENT
AND ACTIVE ROLE OF SOCIAL PARTNERS AND SUPPORTING
PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER RELEVANT LABOUR MARKET
ACTORS, AND THROUGH EFFECTIVE USE OF SKILLS INTELLIGENCE
DATA AND GRADUATE TRACKING SYSTEMS.”

ROUND 1
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KNUT BECKER

Head of Operations at the Competence Centre for
Adult Basic Education
Baden Württemberg
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INGE GOROSTIAGA LUZÁRRAGA

Director General for Digital Transformation and
Advanced Learning at the Ministry of Education,
Basque Country 
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MIRIANA BUCALOSSI

Senior Officer, Directorate for Education, Training,
Research and Labour
Tuscany Region
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MARIA NORDH

Policy advisor 
Region Västra Götaland
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JULIA BURKHARD

Project Manager in Vocational Education and Training,
Movetia (Switzerland) 
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HERNING DECLARATION : 

“ENCOURAGE INITIATIVES TO ATTRACT MORE LEARNERS” AND
“INCREASE PARTICIPATION OF ALL ADULTS, ESPECIALLY THE
LOW-SKILLED, IN UP- AND RESKILLING MEASURES.”

ROUND 2
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QUESTIONS &
ANSWERS
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CLOSING REMARKS
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JOIN THE STUDY VISIT

www.earlall.eu

earlall@earlall.eu

Rue des Deux Églises, 27 - 1000 Bruxelles

THANK
YOU

DANK U
WEL!
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