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AGENDA

Empowering societies 

through Education and 

Skills for the Twin 

Transition

ÅIntroduction to the session (Neza Repansek - European 

Economic and Social Committee (EESC))

ÅAdult learning, ageing societies and the green transition

(Andrea Bernert-Bürkle, Head of EU Projects, Baden-

Württemberg e.V and partner in SMALEI)

ÅNew skills empowerment among older people (Susanne 

Dobner, queraum, Coordinator of SEE U project)

ÅLearning cities as intergenerational example of adult 

learning for new skillsl (Kieran McCarthy, Lord Mayor of Cork, 

Cork City Council and CoR Member)



Introduction to the session



Neģa Repanġekis a member of the European Economic and Social Committee 

(EESC)  since October 2020. She is active in the Bureau of the EESC, Group III 

(Diversity) Bureau  and the External relations (REX), Employment, Social Affairs and 

Citizenship (SOC) and  Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment (NAT) 

sections, ad-hoc groups (Ad Hoc group to COP 27 and Ad Hoc Group on the Year of 

Youth), as well as a rapporteur  on opinions and a contributor to work in study groups. 

Proactively, Neģa has supported  EESC activities within Slovenian Presidency in 2021, 

and in 2022 continued with the  same proactive approach with our non-formal group 

on youth, which supported the  implementation of Year of Youth activities.

Neza Repansek -

European Economic 

and Social Committee 

(EESC)



Adult learning, ageing societies and the green 

transition



Andrea Bernert-Bürkle is head of the EU project unit of the Volkshochschulverband 

Baden-Württemberg, the regional association of 161 adult education centres and 190 

guidance offices. She mainly manages initiatives related to the integration of 

immigrants in Germany and Europe, in particular programs promoting a fast access to 

the labour market. Moreover, she supports projects in the field of career guidance and 

adult education, sustainability like the ERASMUS+ partnership SMALEI and Lifelong 

Guidance 5.0. 
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#SMALEI#SMALEI

Why Adult Education has the power 
to boost the green transition Ɏ 

SMALEI ɀSustainability Matrix for
Adult Education Institutions

ERASMUS+ - Partnership for cooperation ɀEuropean NGOs 



#SMALEI

SMALEI Philosophy

Frommeasuringthe ecological
footprint ... 

Χ to boosting
sustainableactions

(DE: αIŀƴŘŜƭƴάύ 



#SMALEI

« The SMALEI project shall help  

adult education institutions 

develop and implement

internal and external

(green) sustainability strategies . »

SMALEI Goal



#SMALEI
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#SMALEI

Sub-areas

Aspectsand
bestpracticesS
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#SMALEI
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#SMALEI

SMALEI Workbook



#SMALEI
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Baden-Württemberg/
Germany

ÅWorking groupsustainability
Å Solar panelson officebuilding, 

advertisedthroughsocial media
Å Implementation of certified
αDǊŜŜƴ eventsά

Å European mobility for trainers
and staff (Bregenz/Austria)

ÅǾƘǎ αecostationά ƛƴ {ǘǳǘǘƎŀǊǘ
Å Plantinglavenderwith learners

and companiesat the courtyard
of vhs musicschoolPforzheim

Å SMALEI becomspart of the vhs 
2035 strategy

Å Learning material EOK



#SMALEI
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BasqueCountry/
Spain

Å Development of a green
procurementstrategy

Å Improvementof the wasre
managementprocess



#SMALEI
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Malmö/
Sweden

Å Developing course curriculum ςCrafts 
for Urban Transition

Å Exploring Relationality
Å Creating green learning environments 

with landscape architects as partners



#SMALEI

SMALEI Postcard to yourself


