
Resilience and Skills Matching
In European Regions

6 NOV 2020#Stride4Stride
1

635 000   

43 municipalities

34 050 km²

19 339 km coastline

Smallest municipality: Modalen 380

Largest municipality Bergen: 280 000

Protected nature reserves

Long coastline

Vestland county



Resilience and Skills Matching
In European Regions

6 NOV 2020#Stride4Stride
2

Economic structure

Employees per sector, Vestland 2018
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Export 2018 Vestland

Human health and social 
work activities, 69,053

Domestic trade, 36,567

Manufacture, 28,242

Education, 27,973
Construction, 27,322

Real estate, professional, 
scientific and technical 

activities, 18,858

Public administration and 
defence: compulsory social 

security, 17,976

Transportation and storage, 
17,597

Administrative and support 
service activities, 14,228

Other service activities, 
11,505

Accomommodation and food 
service activities, 10,235

Mining and quarrying, 8,118

Agriculture, forestry and 
fishing, 8,079

Information and 
communication, 7,168

Financial and insurance 
activities, 5,780 Power and water supply, 

sewerage/remediation 
activities, 4,350

Unspecified, 1,870

Nr.1 export county
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• access to free and professional career guidance important
for the regional competance strategy – need of co-
operation between education and need of workforce

• to all groups, both employed and unemployed
• from 2020 law both a service to all inhabitans, and 

spesifically a service within integration
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Career Guidance Centers for Adults

Career guidance
part of an effectively functioning 
education and employment 
system; and
a safeguard against ineffective 
and imperfect systems.
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Hardanger Council 



Resilience and Skills Matching
In European Regions

6 NOV 2020#Stride4Stride

Hardanger Council

● Hardanger region in Vestland county 
○ Tourism
○ Industri
○ Agriculture /Fruit/Cider 
○ Aquaculture
○ Small businesses 
○ Education
○ Public administration
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Hardanger Council

● Covid 19 in Hardanger 
○ Rural district
○ Low number of cases of infection
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Hardanger Council

● Main challenges
○ Demographics - high average age
○ Young people do not return to the region
○ Difficulties for businesses in connection with 

recruitment

● Close cooperation between education-system 
and businesses 
○ New regional arena for cooperation  
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Hardanger Council

● Exchange of best practice
○ Local/regional education 
○ Competence that businesses need
○ Combination work/education 
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