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Apprenticeships: State of Play 
 

• Variety of apprenticeship-type schemes 

• Apprenticeship supply (2009): 9,4 mn 

places 

• Diverse perception of VET studies 

• Increased attention to positive 

employment outcomes 
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European Alliance for Apprenticeships 

 

Improving the  

• Supply 

• Quality 

• Image 

of apprenticeships 

 

Targeted knowledge transfer 

Spotlights on benefits 

Smart use of EU programmes 
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Recent achievements 

•Council Declaration (Oct 2013) 

•21 Member States’ commitments  

•Some 30 pledges: Social Partners, chambers, 

VET providers, youth, etc. 

•Mutual learning 

• VET peer review 

• Monitoring and Evaluation seminar 

• Thematic network apprenticeships/work-based learning 

•Analysis (cost-benefit, employment outcomes)  
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FI: Apprenticeships 
in Youth Guarantee; 
1,000 apprenticeship 
posts in Young 
Adult’s Skill 
Programm LT: double the 

share of WB VET 
by 2020 

LV: pilot in 
WBL in 6 
VET 
institutions 
and 29 
entreprises 
(2014) 

PL: Increasing 
involvement of employers 
in education & 
examination process 

NL: Business 
commitments to 
10,000 extra 
apprenticeships; 
Technology pact  

BG: Legislative reform to 
introduce dual VET 

 
Some examples 

 

 
  

DE: bilateral 
agreements with 6 
MS 
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Ongoing… 

 

• Helpdesk/consultancy and trainings - 2013/14 

• Apprenticeships within EURES 

• European Semester 

• Integrating apprenticeship reform in Youth 

Guarantee Implementation Plans 
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Quality Framework for Traineeships 

European Alliance for Apprenticeships EURES/YfEj 

Youth Guarantee:  

quality offer of 

Traineeship 

Apprenticeship 
Job 

Max 4 months 

Member States 

level policy 

Young 

NEET 

EU level policy 

 

Continued  

education 

Youth Guarantee Implementation Plan, 

 involving partnerships 
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Apprenticeships in the Youth Guarantee  

• Included as an offer? 

• Structural reforms for prevention in the 

mid/long-term? 

• Nationally recognised qualification? 

• Duration? 

• Alternation: company-based learning and school 

education? 
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Challenges: 

• Strong partnerships between Ministries 

• Quality of the schemes – e.g. link to education system 

• Link to labour market needs: role of Social Partners 

• Monitoring and Evaluation 

• Targeting drop-outs versus employers‘ needs 

• Adapted to individuals versus institutional VET cycles 

• Long-term approach 

• Funding 
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One-to-one advise and 

training 

Studies 

Conference on good 

practices 

Upcoming: review of ESF 

programming 

A LinkedIn Group 

Seminar on 

monitoring 

and 

evaluation 

Advice on apprenticeship (ESF Technical 

Assistance) http://ec.europa.eu/social/youthtraining 

http://ec.europa.eu/youthtraining
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Youth Employment 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/youthemployment 
 
Youth Guarantee 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1079&langId=en 
 
European Alliance for Apprenticeships 
http://ec.europa.eu/apprenticeships-alliance  

 
Advice on apprenticeship and traineeships (ESF TA) 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/youthtraining 
 
 
 

More Information 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/youthemployment
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1079&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/education/apprenticeship/
http://ec.europa.eu/education/apprenticeship/
http://ec.europa.eu/education/apprenticeship/
http://ec.europa.eu/social/youthtraining

