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Partner Search 
	Short summary:
	Eutrophication of the seas around EU-countries, especially the shallow archipelagos is an extremely serious issue and contributing to minimize this impact should therefore be a priority for all stakeholders. The big polluting factors are agriculture and wastewater treatment plants and poor wastewater treatment in our communities. A smaller but very important polluter is the direct release of sanitary wastewater from both big and small boats. During summertime, millions of people spend their vacations at seas sailing around Europe’s coasts and inner archipelagos in millions of private boats. Most of them empty their toilet direct into the water, aggravating the algal blooming issue and often even the hygienic quality of the water contributing to the spreading of diseases through bathing and, in oyster farms areas, even the quality of this product.

The EU’s legal framework in this field is very poor and even conventions as HELCOM do not ensure enough protection of the seas from wastewater pollution originating from boats (large and small alike). Some countries, like Finland, have recently succeeded in prohibiting sanitary wastewater pollution close to its coastline, but in many countries around the Baltic sea and even around other European seas like the Mediterranean sea, Black sea, etc. this issue is barely addressed.
In Sweden, a new legislation is being drafted to address this issue and, especially in the west coast in Region Västra Götaland, major information and education campaigns are being  organised to gather all the involved stakeholders, including the public. The campaigns aim to defined the local issues and identify possible solutions to address the problems.

As we believe this is not only an issue for the Western Sweden (or Sweden) area, we are looking for European partners looking to address problems relating to euthrophication and bathing water quality issues around their coastlines particularly related to summer-time tourism and popular sailing-boating archipelagos.



	Project idea:
	The project idea addresses several aspects of the above described problem:

· identifying the actors/stakeholders

· identifying the problem (degree of eutrophication and of hygienic problems)

· identifying possible solutions (existing and needed)

· identifying the “human factor” (why people pollute the sea with sanitary waste? Is it an education issue? Awareness issue? Lack of infrastructure to handle boat-toilet at shore? Who is responsible for what? Etc. etc.)

· and very important: how we think, act and want to act in different regions in Europe to solve this issue.

The Region Västra Götaland is searching for partners for an EU-funded project around the issue of euthrophication and hygienic pollution caused by vacation-sailing along our coastline and archipelagos. The focus should be on problem identification, exchange of experiences and concrete solutions.



	Possible partners:
	Other regions, counties, harbours, marina, consulting companies (specialised in marine sciences, technologies and education),

	Contact person:
	Name:  Zsofia Ganrot

Title/profession:  PhD, expert in sustainable sanitation

E-mail: zsofia.ganrot@melica.se

Telephone:  +46 31 857106

Address: Melica Environmental Consulting, Fjällgatan 3 E, 41317 Göteborg, Sweden
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